
 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Welcome to the October 2020 issue of the CTTA Newsletter. The  executive 
committee and myself do hope that  in these difficult times you and your 
families are all well and keeping safe.  

With regards to our CTTA 2020/2021 meetings and activities I would like to 
sum it up as follows: 

 

Main Group Visit (MGV) planned for  01. August to 9th August 2020 had 
to be cancelled and postponed into next year (2021). Dates for the next year 
MGV are 07/08/2021-15/8/2021. 

 

The Dual Committee Meeting (DCM) in Crawley planned for 09.October 
2020 to 12th October 2020 was cancelled and postponed into next year. 
The dates for the next year DCM are 08/10/2021-11/10/2021 

 

Annual General Meeting (AGM).  The committee has not met since March 
2020 and are currently in discussion to agree the best way to proceed     
(e.g. by correspondence/email or by Skype/Zoom). Date and the method of 
the AGM will be advised asap.                                                                  

 

Annual CTTA Dinner 2021ï again as above and subject to Governmentôs                     
rulings and restrictions. We do hope that it may be possible to hold the    
Dinner in the Spring or in the early Summer of 2021.                                                                                                 

 

Regretfully at present time the committee can not plan any current or future 
activities with any certainty, however we must be all hopeful that the current 
pandemic situation will drastically improve or disappear in the next few 
months and as soon as possible. 

 

In the meantime and due to lack of travel please enjoy the ñCTTA Memory 
Laneò articles/contribution from CTTA members. These are the reflections of 
their favourite or enjoyable moments experienced on town twinning visits to 
Dorsten or in Crawley. Special thank you to Keith and Di Sullivan for their 
initial suggestions for this issue, and for all the members who contributed 
with their articles. Well done and keep safe. 

 

Peter Klin,                                                                                                                 
PR officer and Newsletter Editor 

On Behalf of CTTA 
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Inauguration of the Town Twinning 
HISTORY STATION IN DORSTEN 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 2001 Dorsten celebrated its 750th anniversary and the town council, in collaboration with 
the Lions Club and various sponsors set up project to erect a series of History Stations to 
display the history of different parts of the town. 
These take the form of notice boards 1.8m high and 80cm wide in a steel frame and so far 
40 have been erected in different parts of the town. They record the history of important 
buildings such as churches, a roman camp, coal mine, and railway station as well as Sport-
ing activities and now one to celebrate Town Twinning as Dorsten is twinned with 8 towns 
(UK, N.Ireland, France, Poland etc.). 
An event to mark the official inauguration of the Town Twinning History Station was original-
ly planned to take place in March 2020 in the presence of representatives of each town but 
was cancelled due to the pandemic. It was timed to coincide with the celebration of 75 
years of peace in Europe. 
The  ceremony was now held on the 3rd October with the Burgermeister of Dorsten and lo-
cal representatives of each organization together with video contributions from each town 
and music performed by the Dorsten town orchestra and choirs. 
The Mayor of Crawley, Francis Guideira, Brenda and Iain took part in a short video which 
was shown during the ceremony together with videos from their other twin towns. 
 
 
By Dorstener Zeitung / Marita Kipinski /Iain Millar 
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Crawley Town Twinning Association 
 
 

 

 
 Wuppertal 2014 
 
In short I love railways, I always have, I always will. The Dorsten committee had arranged a 
day trip for Crawley visitors to Wuppertal and a ride on the famous Schwebebahn or suspen-
sion rail (Schweben = to hover or float in German). Whyôs it famous? The railway was built in 
1901, runs for 13.3 kilometres (8.3 mi), at a height of about 12 metres (39 ft) above the River 
Wupper and the streets of Wuppertal and is an engineering wonder of its time. Itôs no surprise 
then when I say how thrilled I was at the idea of travelling on the railway.  
 
Point of fact it was actually the second visit to the railway; a few years earlier the Dorsten 
committee had arranged for us to ride the same railway on a one hundred year old carriage 
known as the Kaiserwagen. That for me was certainly one of the most memorable moments 
whilst on a town twinning visit. Whatôs your most memorable visit - care to share? 
 
The photos below show the suspension railway in operation along with a fellow traveller from 
Crawley. The final photo is of the Kaiserwagen I mentioned. 
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Crawley Town Twinning Association 

 
 

 

 
 
  

CTTA Newsletter article ï Iain Millar 
PAPENBURG 

 
One of the most interesting excursions for us was that to Papenburg during the MGV in 2006. It 

was a two hour journey to this picturesque small town on the river Ems near the north coast of 

Germany but it was worth the journey. With a long history of shipbuilding it is not surprising to 

find some old sailing ships moored in the canals in the centre of town and the beautifully restored 

old houses and flower beds completed the picture.                    

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main objective however was to visit the biggest covered dry dock in Europe at the 
Meyer Werft shipyard. Inside the enormous buildings were two large cruise ships under 
construction at the same time, including Norwegian Pearl ï 93,000 tons. I was intrigued to 
see the construction technique as all the cabins  
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
were built and fitted out off-site and in- stalled 
into the ship like a lot of Leggo blocks. Using this technique and being unaffected by the 
weather a modern cruise ship can be constructed in less than 12 months. 
We have subsequently seen Norwegian Pearl on the high seas to bring back memories of 
this fascinating visit. 
Click on this link to see a video of a ship leaving the dock.                                            

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSn0KyAqcwI  
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